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Minutes of the Meeting of the Newly Elected Board of 

Directors of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific, Held 

in the sutro branch of the california state library, san 

Francisco, California, on January 29, 1921, at 9.30 p. m. 

There were present Directors Aitken, Costa, Black, Richardson, Benfield 
and Cushing. 

The Board proceeded to organize by the election of the following officers: 

For President Charles S. Cushing 

For First Vice-President R. G. Aitken 

For Second Vice-President J. Costa 

For Third Vice-President Bernard Benfield 

For Secretary-Treasurer D. S. Richardson 

The President announced that he would defer the appointment of the custo- 
mary committees until a later date. 

The meeting then adjourned. D. S. Richardson, Secretary. 



Report of the Secretary-Treasurer for the Year Ending 
January 29, 1921 

The present membership of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific is as 
follows: 

Life Members 80 

Active Members 228 

Institutional Members 52 

Total.. 360 

During the past year there have been eight resignations, three deaths and 
six have been dropped for non-payment of dues. 

The year has been marked by unusual activity on the part of the Society. 
This has largely been due to the receipt of $1000 each from three very generous 
members of the Society, who have donated these sums for the maintenance of a 
lecture bureau. The sum of $3000 has thus been made available for a series of 
popular lectures on astronomy, the first of which is now being given under the 
auspices of this organization in San Francisco. 

The first lecture, given on October 29, 1920, was by Professor E. P. Lewis, of 
the Department of Physics of the University of California, who had for his sub- 
ject "The Spectroscope, Key to Atomic and Celestial Mysteries." 

The second lecture was given by Dr. J. H. Moore, of Lick Observatory, on 
November 26th, and dealt with "Cipher Messages from the Stars." 

The third lecture, by Dr. R. G. Aitken, of Lick Observatory, was given 
December 28th, and was entitled "System of the Stars." 

The fourth lecture by Dr. E. C. Slipher of Lowell Observatory, on January 28, 
1921, was entitled "The Photography of the Planets, with Special Reference 
to Mars." 

The two remaining lectures of the present course will be given by Dr. Harlow 
Shapley, of Mount .Wilson Observatory, on February 25th, and on March 25th 
by Dr. W. W. Campbell, Director of the Lick Observatory. The subject of the 
former will be "New and Variable Stars" and of the latter "The Life Story of a 
Star." 

One effect of these lectures has been to stimulate our membership and increase 
the popular interest in astronomical work. 

Notwithstanding the increased cost of printing and other expenses during the 
past year, the financial condition of the Society may be said to be satisfactory. 
Its income is sufficient to meet expenses and keep the Society out of debt. 

The following is the detailed report of the Treasurer for the fiscal year ending 
January 29, 1921. 
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Report of the Treasurer of the Astronomical Society of 
the Pacific for the Fiscal Year Ending 
January 29, 192 1 

The Society holds in its various funds Thirty-three Bonds and other Securities of the 

par value of , $22,450.00 

Cash in General Fund 1,374.73 

" Win. Alvord Fund 227 . 83 

" Library Fund 155-38 

" John Dolbeer Fund 114. 31 

" Life Membership Fund 406.84 

" Bruce Medal Fund 337.38 

" Donohoe Comet Medal Fund 151.30 

" Lecture Fund 678.35 

Total Assets (25,986.11 

CASH 

Statement by Funds 
William Alvord Fund 

Dr. To balance Jan. 31, 1920 $ 218.99 

Interests received 242.34 

Total $ 461 .33 

Cr. By transfers to General Fund S 233 .50 

Balance Jan. 29, 1921 $ 227 .83 

Library Fund 

Dr. To balance Jan. 31, 1920 $ 100.84 

Interests $ 144 . 54 

Mrs. Isaac Roberts 50.00 194.50 

Total $295.38 

Cr. By transfers to General Fund 140.00 

Balance Jan. 29, 1921 $ 155.38 

The John Dolbeer Fund 

Dr. To balance Jan. 31, 1920 $ 109.89 

Interests received 192.84 

Total $ 303-73 

Cr. By transfers to General Fund $ 188.42 

Balance Jan. 29, 1921 $ 114. 31 

The Bruce Medal Fund 

Dr. To balance Jan. 31, 1920 $ 196.24 

Interests received 178.64 

Total $ 374.88 

Cr. By transfer to General Fund 37 50 

Balance Jan. 29, 1921 $ 337 .38 

Life Membership Fund 

Dr. To balance Jan. 31, 1920 $ 281.96 

Interests received 149.50 

Four life memberships at $50 .' 200.00 

Total $ 631 .46 

Cr. By transfer to General Fund $ 134.62 

Balance Jan. 29, 1921 $ 496.84 

The Comet Medal Fund 

Dr. To balance Jan. 31, 1920 $111 .46 

Interests received 39.84 

Balance Jan. 29, 1921 $ 151 .30 
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The Lecture Fund 

Dr. Aug. 12/20 Cash from donor $ 1,000.00 

Oct. 15 '20 Cash from Mr. Fancher 25 .00 

Dec. 31/20 Bank Interest. 10.00 

Total $ 1,035-00 

Cr. By expenses lectures of Oct., Nov. and Dec 356.65 

Balance Jan. 29, 1921 $ 678 . 35 

The General Fund — Transactions 

Dr. To balance Jan. 31, 1920 $1,262.12 

Dues 1,180.60 

Books sold 601 .03 

Sales of Publications 43 -oo 

From Reprints 67 .00 

Bank Interest i5-io 

From the Dolbeer Fund 188.42 

" " AlvordFund 233.50 

" " Library Fund 140.00 

" " Life Membership Fund 13462 

" " Bruce Medal Fund 68.75 

" Mr. Fancher donation 25.00 

" Lecture Fund — 3 lectures 356 • 65 

Total $4,315-70 

Cr Sunset Publishing House $ 1,31317 

Knight-Counihan Ptg. Co " 226.10 

Fancher donation to Lecture Fund 25 .00 

Native Sons' Hall — 3 meetings 00.00 

Lectures Lewis, Aitken, Moore 150.00 

Kanzee, lantern 3 times 30.00 

Brown-Bruce Medalist 150. 00 

Merrill, lecture 35 .00 

Dr. J. H. Moore 10.00 

Hicks-Judd Co 35-13 

Postage 85 . 65 

S. F. Photo. Eng. Co 76.77 

Salaries 360 . 00 

Office Rent 15925 

Mercantile Trust — care of bonds 20.20 

Pac. Div. A. A. A. S. dues 500 

Rodgers — printing posters 7 • 40 

Bruce Medal Fund — refunded 109.80 

Crocker Safe Box 5.00 

Engraving 4-75 

Insurance 5-65 

Check returned 5 00 

Dinners to Brown and Curtis 16.40 

Incidentals .15.80 $2,94»Q7 

Balance Jan. 29, 1921 $ r,374-72 



D. S. Richardson, Treasurer. 
Examined and found correct. 

Edith W. Aixyne, 
J. D. Galloway, 
C. S. Cushing 

Auditing Committee. 
January 22, 1921. 



